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There’s a buzz in the air as we sit in the aftermath of Xbox’s Developer Direct! The hour-long showcase yesterday took us inside Playground
Games and Double Fine and also saw Game Freak being let loose from the Pokémon leash, with insights into some of the key titles being
released from and around the Xbox Game Studios group. If you’re planning a PC upgrade this year, here’s what was announced and what it
could mean for how you play.

Opening the showcase, Playground Games finally took us through all the exciting new features, cars and locations for the next Forza game,
Forza Horizon 6. Speeding towards us with a release date of May 19th this year for PC and Xbox and a potential PS5 launch later in the year,
the game sees players joining the “Horizon Festival” as tourists in Japan, working their way up through the ranks to earn their gold
wristband and gain access to Legend Island. Only the elite can gain access to the island, where they can unlock exclusive tracks and events, so
it’s a firm goal for any and all long-time Forza fans, we’re sure. There's also a fully revamped roster of amazing new cars that will be added to

the game to help players achieve this goal, including the 2025 GR GT prototype and the 2025 Toyota Land Cruiser, which are featured on the
cover.

As always, the world is for the players to explore, with breathtaking landscapes filled with biodiversity and seasonality in what the devs
describe as a “stunning contrast of rural and urban, modern and traditional.” Forza Horizon 6 is set to feature the largest and densest map
for the series to date, elevated by Japan’s unique car culture, which the team at Playground Games has derived directly from visits to Japan.
The game introduces open-world car meets for the first time—an exciting feature set to enrich the already overflowing multiplayer—
alongside new street races called Touge Battles, where players race through Japan's winding mountain passes under the cover of night.
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With a larger and denser open world, more active multiplayer features, and higher environmental detail, Forza Horizon 6 is likely to place
greater demands on both graphics performance and storage speed than previous Horizon titles. Players with older GPUs can still enjoy the
game at sensible settings, but they will likely need to consider upgrades to fully experience what was highlighted in yesterday's showcase.
Newer, mid-range graphics cards will deliver a smoother experience at higher resolutions, particularly during the game’s release when
servers are likely to be busy! And fast SSD storage will also be crucial for world streaming and reducing load times as you move between
events. For many players, this will feel like an incremental upgrade rather than a full system overhaul — though those on older hardware may
notice clear benefits from a modern GPU or SSD upgrade.

If you’re planning to jump in at launch, a balanced gaming PC with a modern graphics card and powerful SSD will help ensure smooth,
consistent performance across both solo and online play.
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Next up was the highly anticipated Beast of Reincarnation, a dark, action-packed RPG from Pokémon developers, Game Freak, set to release
this summer. A stark change in tone and style compared to the Nintendo hit franchise, Beast of Reincarnation sees players take on the role of
Emma, a lone warrior bound to a powerful beast, Koo. Emma has been afflicted with "blight", resulting in her lack of memory or emotion, but
it does allow her to manipulate plants. Her role is to hunt down malefacts, and yet she has an unusual bond with Koo, a dog who has become a
malefact. The “one-person, one-dog action RPG” has a unique combat system that combines the fast pacing of real-time action with the
slowed-down tactics of turn-based RPGs through Koo's abilities. Paired with Emma'’s plant powers, the two can form combos with their
abilities constantly evolving and changing as the game progresses.
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Because of its detailed effects, reactive environments, and skill-focused combat, Beast of Reincarnation is likely to need a powerful GPU and a
robust cooling system. The combination of tactics and fast-paced combat means you're likely going to be replaying boss battles over and over
again, and that means running your PC for longer.

A balanced gaming PC with reliable graphics and a dependable cooling system will not only allow you to appreciate the incredible detail of
Game Freak's Japan circa 4026 AD in all its glory but will also allow you to keep doing so for longer, no matter how many times you die.
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One of the more surprising reveals at the Developer_Direct was Kiln, Double Fine’s spring 2026 multiplayer party brawler. Now, while many
were hoping for a Fallout-related reveal for the surprise game, Kiln is nothing to be disappointed about. Blending creativity with competitive
play, the game has players sculpt their clay "battler” on a pottery wheel rather than using traditional characters. The size, shape, and design
of your creation directly influence how it plays in online team arenas. Matches task teams with carrying water and extinguishing the
opposing team’s kiln while defending their own, with each pottery form offering different strengths, movement patterns, and special attacks.
The game’s mix of accessible crafting and chaotic team combat gives it a playful yet strategic feel that stands apart from the other games
introduced.
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Because Kiln is built around online multiplayer with straightforward mechanics and creative freedom, it’s relatively light on hardware
demands compared with the other titles shown. Players with modest rigs can still enjoy smooth matches, so for upping the ante in terms of
hardware, the best upgrades you can make are your peripherals.
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And finally, concluding the showcase after 6 years of waiting, Playground Games returns with a deep dive into the Fable reboot’s gameplay
and story in preparation for an autumn 2026 release. Returning to the land of Albion, the reboot leans into the series’ trademark British
humour while introducing a more grounded narrative that focuses on, "What does it mean to be a hero?” As can be expected with

Fable, players step into the role of a new, customisable hero navigating a changing Albion, where decisions shape not only the story but also
how the world responds to you. However, what sets the reboot apart is the extent to which your choices impact the world around you. You can
be more than just a hero; you can be a landlord, marry an NPC, or run a business. And what's more, every decision you make, from minute
comments to quest outcomes, can have an impact on how people view your hero. The story, how people treat you, and their opinions about
you are retained throughout the game, both in the progression of the story itself and in everyday interactions, and they can all be affected by
how you play and the choices you make. The result is a game that adapts completely to you and your play style and an emphasis on decisions
that truly matter and impact the world you inhabit.

And regarding the world, visually, the game benefits from Playground’s experience with open-world detail, with improved lighting and
stunning updated graphics that bring Albion to life. If you're expecting the classic polygonal gameplay of the original Fable, you're in for a big
surprise, as it seems Playground Games has breathed new life into the franchise with a more interactive and detailed style akin to modern
action RPGs. Pair this with the fluid melee and magic combat system that the series is well known for, and it's clear that The Witcher 4 and
Elder Scrolls 6 have some serious competition on their hands with Fable.
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A game reboot is bound to come with a reboot in the tech requirements too. We can hardly expect Fable 2026 to run on tech matching the
original Xbox. It's clear that the game prioritises visual consistency and world details over raw speed, so steady performance and smooth
frame pacing will matter most, especially with 1,000 NPCs to manage. If you want to marvel at the breathtaking landscapes and cities of
Albion, a strong GPU and CPU combo is a must, especially during busy scenes in towns or combat-heavy encounters. For most players, this

means you might not need a full PC overhaul, but it likely wouldn't hurt, especially if you want to be able to run any possible sequels. (We're
manifesting a Fable 2 reboot next Playground Games, come on!)

If you’re looking to experience Albion at its best, a modern, high-range gaming PC with a reliable graphics card and powerful CPU will
provide a smooth, immersive experience throughout the story.
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Xbox’s Developer_Direct showcased something for everyone, from high-octane racing in Forza Horizon 6 to choice-driven adventure in
Fable, dark action in Beast of Reincarnation, and the playful couch combat of Kiln. If you’re planning to dive in at launch, CCL has everything

you need to help you enjoy each game at its best, ensuring smooth performance, quick load times, and a responsive experience across both
solo and online play.
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